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THE FOCUS IS FOR SERVICE MEMBERS & FAMILIES, VETERANS, RETIREES & SURVIVORS  IN THIS ISSUE 

While 2018 is not a presidential 
election year, there are many other 
races coming up at the federal, 
state, and local level, including: 

 All 435 seats in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 

 One-third of all U.S. 
senators. See which 
senators are up for re-
election or plan to leave 
office. 

 Thirty-six state governors 
and three U.S. territory 
governors. See which 
states have elections for 
governor this year. 

 Many city mayors. See 
which cities have mayoral 
elections this year. 

 

Your state or local election office is 
the best source of information on 
elections in your area. Many 
election office websites are 
updated periodically so check back 
frequently for information on what 
seats are coming open, who the 
candidates are, and when primary 
elections will take place.  The U.S. 
Vote Foundation is another source 
for election dates and deadlines.  

Learn more about how to vote.  

For an overview of the voting 
process, check out: 

 A Voter’s Guide to Federal 
Elections  

 14 Facts About Voting in 
Federal Elections  
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Upcoming Elections for 2018 

 
Mission: Service Member & Family Support 
enhances and empowers the lives of our 
customers with consistently exceptional 
service & support. 

Service Member and 
Family Support 

Phone: 1-800-658-3930 

https://www.periodicalpress.senate.gov/election-2018/
https://www.periodicalpress.senate.gov/election-2018/
https://www.periodicalpress.senate.gov/election-2018/
https://www.periodicalpress.senate.gov/election-2018/
https://www.nga.org/governors/elections/
https://www.nga.org/governors/elections/
https://www.nga.org/governors/elections/
https://www.usmayors.org/elections/election-results-2/
https://www.usmayors.org/elections/election-results-2/
https://www.usmayors.org/elections/election-results-2/
https://www.usmayors.org/elections/election-results-2/
https://www.usa.gov/election-office
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/vote/state-elections/state-election-dates-deadlines.htm
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/vote/state-elections/state-election-dates-deadlines.htm
https://www.usa.gov/how-to-vote
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/1/A%20Voter's%20Guide%20to%20Federal%20Elections.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/1/A%20Voter's%20Guide%20to%20Federal%20Elections.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/6/VotersGuide_508.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/6/VotersGuide_508.pdf
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https://connect.militaryonesourceconnect.org/iwebs/
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The Watertown Sea of Goodwill is excited to sponsor the  
2nd Annual Sea of Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat for our Heroes 

Post 9/11 Veterans and Service Members and their families. 
 

The Sea of Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat 
November 11-12, 2018 

Joy Ranch 
Watertown, SD 

 
The retreat begins at noon on Sunday and ends at noon on Monday. The Sea of Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat is 
valued at $335 for a family of 4 and $370 for a family of 5. However, this awesome experience is completely FREE and 
AVAILABLE to the first 16 Veteran or Military Service Families who register for the retreat by October 31, 2018. The Sea of 
Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat includes: 
• Veteran or Service Member Equine Experiences 
• Retreat Room 
• Dinner on Sunday Evening 
• Breakfast on Monday Morning 
• 2 Family Activities while their Veteran or Service Member is engaged in an Equine Experience 
• 1 Family Activity of choice when all 16 families are together. 
 

Reserve your retreat today! Call Joy Ranch at (605)-886-4622 or email morgan@losd.org 
or register online at http://www.losd.org/events-retreats/joy-ranch/sea-of-goodwill-retreat.html 

 

  

mailto:morgan@losd.org
http://www.losd.org/events-retreats/joy-ranch/sea-of-goodwill-retreat.html
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mailto:Andrea.Bjornestad@sdstate.edu
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Contact Christian Johnson, the SD Transition Assistance Advisor (TAA) today at: 

605-737-6669 or christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil  
 

mailto:christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil
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Strong Bonds Workshop 
2019 Registration Form 

 
To reserve your spot – Please complete this form and: 

Mail to: State Chaplain’s Office, 2823 West Main St, Rapid City, SD  57702-8186 or 
Email to: lynn.j.wilson.mil@mail.mil  

 
CHECK (√) date and location of your choice    

                     
____ 19-20 January 2019 – Rapid City SD                            

                                                     Strong Bonds for Couples  
  

____ 23-24 March 2019 – Sioux Falls SD                            
                                                                   Strong Bonds for Families          
                                                                                                          
                 

(Saturday 0800-1600 and Sunday 0800-1200) 
 

Registration Deadline: As soon as possible for planning purposes 
Room Reservation Deadlines are 2 weeks prior to workshop 

 
Service Member’s Name:  ______________________________________________ Rank:______   
 
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (+ Area Code) ______________  E-mail _________________________________________ 
 
Military Unit: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ______________________________________  Phone:______________________ 
 
Spouse E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Childcare Requested:    ______YES     _______NO     Number of Children: __________________ 
(For approved events only) 
 

Children’s Names/Ages/Gender: _____________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A follow up letter confirming your registration and further details will be                                                                               
sent to you upon receipt of this registration. 

                                                                                              

Questions or additional information - Contact CH Lynn Wilson.  
 Email:  lynn.j.wilson.mil@mail.mil or 605-431-5182 

 
 
  

mailto:lynn.j.wilson.mil@mail.mil
mailto:lynn.j.wilson.mil@mail.mil
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2018 Family and Youth Volunteer  
Now Accepting Nominations  

 

The 2018 Family and Youth Volunteer nomination period is now open and 
will close December 31, 2018.  
 
It is that time of year where we begin to reflect on our accomplishments 
over the last year. Some of you may already be starting to write your 
Christmas Card Letter and getting ready to tell the world of all of the  
good things that have happened in your households during the last year.  
 
Others may simply be looking back in astonishment that we made it through the last year with everything going 
on. In either instance, that reflection probably has something to do with your connection to the guard. As you 
reflect on the past year, please look into the volunteers who support your organization. In regards to Family and 
Youth, please contact us to nominate a volunteer that you think is deserving.  
 
After the 1st of January, our team will come together and make the selections and we will make the 
announcement at our 2019 State Family and Youth Symposium in April (tentatively in Pierre on 13/14 April). 
 

If you would like to submit or 
have any questions,  

please contact:    
 

Wendi Albers 
wendi.e.albers.ctr@mail.mil  

605-737-6310 
 

Nikki Wajer 
nicole.l.wajer.civ@mail.mil 

605-988-5962 
 

Taryn Broomfield 
taryn.m.broomfield.ctr@mil.mil 

605-737-6919 

 
 

 
  

mailto:wendi.e.albers.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:nicole.l.wajer.civ@mail.mil
mailto:taryn.m.broomfield.ctr@mil.mil
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BG Ernie Edwards Readiness Center 
1951 N. Hwy. 20, Watertown, SD 
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http://www.lakeareatech.edu
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South Dakota State Veteran's Benefits 
South Dakota Veteran Housing Program: The South Dakota Veterans Home is located in Hot Springs. To be eligible for admission, 
veterans must be an honorably discharged resident of South Dakota, or the spouse or widow of such a veteran, be ambulatory 
and able to care for self and living area. 

In the case of a married couple, the spouse of the veteran must be admitted with the veteran, unless the veteran is 
institutionalized, in order to be able to reside at the Home. Costs are based on income. 

Property Tax Exemption for Veterans and Their Widow or Widower: Dwellings or parts of multiple family dwellings which are 
specifically designed for use by paraplegics as wheelchair homes and which are owned and occupied by veterans with the loss, or 
loss of use, of both lower extremities, or by the unremarried widow or widower of such veteran, are exempt from taxation. 

The dwelling must be owned and occupied by the veteran for one full calendar year before the exemption becomes effective. For 
purposes of this statute, the term "dwelling" generally means real estate in an amount not to exceed one acre upon which the 
building is located. 

In addition veterans that have been rated as permanently and totally disabled as the result of a service connected disability may 
be eligible for up to $100,000 of their property value to be exempt from property taxes. 

Property Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans:  Up to $100,000 of the full value of a home that is owned and occupied by a 
permanently and totally disabled veteran is exempt from taxation. The surviving spouse may also be eligible. 

South Dakota Veterans Bonuses: South Dakota currently offers a bonus of up to $500 for current or former eligible members of 
the Armed Forces who were legal residents of the state for no less than six months immediately preceding their period of active 
duty and who meet certain criteria during one or more of the following periods: 

•August 2, 1990 to March 3, 1991 – All active service counts for payment. 
•March 4, 1991 to December 31, 1992 – Only service in a hostile area qualifying for the Southwest Asia Service Medal 
counts for payment. 
•January 1, 1993 to September 10, 2001 – Only service in a hostile area qualifying for any United States campaign or 
service medal awarded for combat operations against hostile forces counts for payment. 
•September 11, 2001 to a date to be determined – [OIF/OEF] All active service counts for payment. 
 

Veterans living in South Dakota may apply through the nearest County or Tribal Veterans Service Officer. 

Free Tuition for Veterans: Certain veterans are eligible to take undergraduate courses at a state university without the payment 
of tuition provided they are not eligible for educational payments under the GI Bill or any other federal educational program.  

Eligible veterans may receive one month of free tuition for each month of "qualifying service" with a minimum of one, up to a 
maximum of four, academic years. Qualifying service is defined as: the amount of time served on active duty between the 
beginning and ending dates of the particular period of conflict or hostilities during which the veteran earned eligibility for this 
program. 

Free Tuition for Children of Veterans Who Die During Service: Children who are under the age of 25, are residents of South 
Dakota, and whose mother or father was killed in action or died of other causes while on active duty, are eligible for free tuition 
at a state supported school, if the deceased parent was a bona-fide resident of this state for at least six months immediately 
preceding entry into active service. 

SDDVA form E-12 "Application for Free Tuition at State Supported Institutions" is available at the schools' financial aids, veterans 
representative or registrars offices or, they can be obtained from the Division of Veterans Affairs. 

Free Tuition for Dependents of POW's and MIA's: Children and spouses of prisoners of war, or of persons listed as missing in 
action, are entitled to attend a state supported school without the payment of tuition or mandatory fees provided they are not 
eligible for equal or greater federal benefits. 

SDDVA form E-12 "Application for Free Tuition at State Supported Institutions" is available at the schools' financial aids, veterans 
representative or registrars offices or, they can be obtained from the Division of Veterans Affairs. 

http://vetaffairs.sd.gov/veteransserviceofficers/locatevso.aspx
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Reduced Tuition for South Dakota National Guard members: Guard members, who meet the requirements for admission, are 
eligible for a fifty percent reduction in undergraduate tuition charges at any state supported school for up to a maximum of four 
academic years or one program of study, approved by the state Board of Education, at any state vocational school upon payment 
of fifty percent of the tuition charges. 

The receipt of federal educational benefits does not affect eligibility for this program. 

Free Certified Copies of Veterans Records: South Dakota counties may not charge for certified copies of birth, death, marriage, 
adoption, divorce, guardianship or conservatorship papers when such records are required in support of a claim against any 
agency of the federal or state government by, or on behalf of, a service member or veteran, or the spouse, surviving spouse or 
dependents of a service member or veteran. 

Burial Allowance for Veterans, Wives or Widows: A payment of up to $100 may be paid by the state to help defray the burial and 
funeral expenses of any honorably discharged veteran or the wife, widow or widower of a veteran when the estate, or immediate 
family, of the deceased is lacking in funds to pay the expenses. The veteran must have been a citizen of the United States for one 
year preceding entrance into military service or one year preceding the death. This payment CANNOT be made to another unit of 
government. The surviving spouse, or relatives, must furnish an affidavit to the C/TVSO that sufficient funds are not available for 
payment of the expenses.  

Headstone Setting Fee: The state will pay $100 towards the cost of setting a government headstone or marker at the grave of a 
veteran who was a resident of this state for one year preceding entrance into the military service or one year preceding death. 

Special License Plates: A resident veteran owner of a motor vehicle who has a valid South Dakota driver's license and who signs 
an affidavit attesting to the fact that he or she is an honorably discharged veteran having served on active duty in the armed 
forces of the United States, may apply for Veteran plates. The fee for the special plates is $10.00 per set, in addition to 
registration fees. A $5.00 mailing fee required for each set of license plates to be mailed. 

No special plate renewal fee is charged, but registration fees apply. To see all categories click here. 

Hunting and Fishing Cards for Disabled Veterans: Certain resident veterans may receive a hunting and fishing card which is valid 
for four years. Upon purchase of an annual basic game and fish license, the card becomes the equivalency of a resident fishing 
license, small game stamp and habitat stamp until the expiration of the basic game and fish license. To qualify the veteran must: 

1. Be rated as totally disabled from service connected injuries OR, 
2. Be in receipt of the VA "K" award OR, 
3. Have been held as a Prisoner of War OR, 
4. Be in receipt of Social Security benefits because of a total disability. 
 

Free Admission and Reduced Camping Fees for Veterans: Certain resident veterans may obtain free admission to any South 
Dakota state park and are eligible for a fifty percent discount on any camping fee or associated electrical fee. To qualify the 
veteran must: 

1. Be totally disabled from service connected disabilities or, 
2. Be in receipt of the VA "K" award OR, 
3. Have been held as a Prisoner of War. 
 

Application forms may be obtained from the local park manager or through the Game, Fish and Parks office in Pierre. 

Special Provisions for Handicapped Hunters: Individuals who are missing an upper limb, or are physically incapable of using an 
upper limb or who are confined to a wheelchair may use a crossbow to take game birds and animals once they have obtained a 
disabled hunter permit. 

A legally blind, legally licensed individual who possesses a disabled hunter permit and who is physically present and participating 
in the hunt may claim game birds and animals taken by a designated hunter in accordance with the license or licenses possessed 
by the handicapped hunter. 

Applications are obtained from the Game, Fish and Parks office in Pierre or from a game warden. 

For more information on any of these programs Visit: the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs website  
  

http://vetaffairs.sd.gov/benefits/State/special%20license%20plates.aspx
http://gfp.sd.gov/state-parks/permits/disabled-veterans.aspx
http://vetaffairs.sd.gov/default.aspx
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https://www.sergeantderrfoundation.org/
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We  
 
We also recommend that you like and follow us on Facebook as we continuously 
update new and exciting information.  
 
Have suggestions of thing you would like to see in a future issue of the focus?  
Please contact us! 

 

Did you know? 

http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance
http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance
http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance

