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THE FOCUS IS FOR SERVICE MEMBERS & FAMILIES, VETERANS, RETIREES & SURVIVORS  IN THIS ISSUE 

Christmas has long been 
celebrated in the military, even in 
times of war. Perhaps the most 
famous celebration of Christmas 
in the military is the Christmas 
Truce of 1914.  Starting on 
Christmas Eve, troops on both 
the British and German sides 
began singing Christmas Carols to 
one another.  The sounds of guns 
and cannons faded along the 
Western Front in Belgium and 
were replaced by holiday 
celebrations, albeit cautious ones, 
in the trenches.  The Germans 
initiated this temporary “truce” 
and began with the singing of 
carols and placement of 
Christmas trees along the 
trenches.   
 
 

On Christmas morning, German 
soldiers emerged unarmed, 
calling out “Merry Christmas” to 
the Allied British soldiers in the 
trenches across no-man’s-land. 
This gesture of goodwill between 
enemies came a mere five 
months after the outbreak of war 
in Europe, and is perhaps the last 
example of the concept of 
chivalry between enemies in 
warfare.  This notion of goodwill 
between enemies was never 
again repeated, as future similar 
attempts were promptly 
squashed with threats of 
discipline from squad leaders. 
Even a world war could not 
destroy the Christmas spirit. 
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History of Christmas in the Military 
Reprinted in part from https://militarybenefits.info/christmas  

 
Mission: Service Member & Family Support 
enhances and empowers the lives of our 
customers with consistently exceptional 
service & support. 

Service Member & 
Family Support 

Phone: 1-800-658-3930 

  

https://militarybenefits.info/christmas
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2019 Winter 

Clothing  

& Toy Drive 
 

Volunteer members of the South 

Dakota National Guard are organizing 

a 2019 winter clothing/toy drive to 

benefit needy individuals in their 

communities.  New or gently used 

coats, gloves, hats, scarves or 

blankets -- new or gently used toys--

are being donated by Guard members 

to help the most impoverished in need 

of warm clothing this winter season.  

The clothing/toy drive is not limited to 

only volunteer members of the Guard, 

but is intended as a community 

activity. 

Members of the public who'd like to 

donate items are encouraged to bring winter 

clothes or toys to any SDNG Armory or the 

Sioux Falls Air National Guard base from now 

until 10 DEC19.   

 

 

The all-volunteer effort to collect winter 

clothing/toys, while not an official function of 

the National Guard, is a welcome adjunct 

activity showcasing volunteers’ commitment 

to serve our most needy.   

  
See the Next Page for  

Drop Off Locations 
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Aberdeen Armory 

115 South Roosevelt Street 

Aberdeen, SD 57401-5205 

605-626-2270 

 

Belle Fourche Armory 

1202 Lawrence Street 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717-0489 

605-892-4346 

 

Brookings Readiness Center 

300 5th Street South 

Brookings, SD 57006-3319 

605-696-5400 

 

Chamberlain Armory 

202 East Kellam Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325-0496 

605-734-5441 

 

De Smet Armory 

403 3rd Street Southwest 

De Smet, SD 57231-0057 

605-854-3762 

 

Ellsworth Air Force Base 

1319 Kenny Rd. 

Building 1012 

Ellsworth AFB, SD 57706 

605-737-6996 

 

Flandreau Armory 

710 West Community Drive 

Flandreau, SD 57028-1061 

605-997-2661 

 

Fort Meade 

54 Sheridan Road 

Fort Meade, SD 57741-0317 

605-737-6456 

 

Huron Armory 

1030 3rd Street Southwest 

Huron, SD 57350-0829 

605-352-0200 

 

Madison Armory 

1302 N. Washington Avenue 

Madison, SD 57042-0030 

605-256-5287 

 

Milbank Armory 

1001 East Park Avenue 

Milbank, SD 57252-0510 

605-432-4671 

 

Mobridge Armory 

1014 Airport Road 

Mobridge, SD 57601-0328 

605-845-2301 

 

Mitchell Armory 

5501 Airport Road 

Mitchell, SD 57301-0610 

605-995-1671 

 

Parkston Armory 

102B South Chapman Drive 

Parkston, SD 57366-2017 

605-928-3420 

 

Pierre Armory 

3440 East Highway 34 

Pierre, SD 57501-0938 

605-773-3449 

 

Rapid City – Camp Rapid 

2823 West Main Street 

Rapid City, SD 57702-8186 

605-737-6200 

 

 

Rapid City – Range Road Armory 

3740 Range Road 

Rapid City, SD 57702-8186 

605-737-6322 

 

Spearfish Armory 

1200 University Street 

Spearfish, SD 57783-0520 

605-642-6121 

 

Sioux Falls Armory 

801 West National Guard Drive 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104-0117 

605-357-2973 

 

Joe Foss Field – Sioux Falls 

1201 West Algonquian Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104-0264 

605-988-5700 

 

Sturgis Armory 

12930 Highway 34 East 

Sturgis, SD 57785-0549 

605-737-6400 

 

Vermillion Armory 

603 Princeton Street 

Vermillion, SD 57069-0434 

605-677-6787 

 

Wagner Armory 

600 East Highway 46 

Wagner, SD 57380-9417 

605-384-3657 

 

Watertown Readiness Center 

1951 N. Hwy 20 

Watertown, SD 57201-3048 

605-882-9327 

 

Yankton Armory 

204 West 31st Street 

Yankton, SD 57078-0071 

605-688-3045 
  

Clothing & 
Toy Drive 
Donation 
Locations: 



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  5 

 

 

  



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  6 

 

 

  



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  7 

 

 

   



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  8 

 

 

  



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  9 

 

 

 

  



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  10 

 

 

  



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



DECEMBER FAMILY FOCUS       |  12 

 

 

By Chris Ward, Army and Air 

Force Exchange Service 

 

Some 18.5 million honorably 

discharged veterans now have a 

lifetime benefit enabling them to 

shop online marking the first 

expansion of military exchange 

privileges since 1990. 

 

"The Exchange is honored to 

open its virtual doors to millions 

of deserving veterans," said Tom 

Shull, the Army and Air Force 

Exchange Service's director and 

CEO, a Vietnam-era Army 

veteran. 

 

"There are many generations 

of service members who have 

not been properly recognized," 

he added. "This new benefit 

acknowledges their service 

and welcomes them home. 

This is something veterans can 

enjoy the rest of their lives." 

 

 

 

 

 

*Purchases Improve Quality of 

Military Life* 

Every purchase veterans make 

online will help to improve the 

quality of life for those who wear 

the uniform today, Shull noted, 

as exchange earnings support 

programs such as combat 

uniforms below cost, fitness 

centers, child development 

centers and youth programs on 

Army garrisons, Air Force outdoor 

recreation programs, school 

lunches for warfighters' children 

overseas and more. 

 

"This is a virtuous cycle," he said. 

"As a veteran myself, it is an 

honor to pay forward support to 

active-duty service members and 

their families." 

 

 

 

Excitement for the new benefit 

has been building for months, 

AAFES officials said, thanks to 

social media shout-outs from 

Mark Wahlberg and Marcus 

Luttrell, Dwayne "The Rock" 

Johnson, Richard Rawlings and 

other celebrities. As a result, they 

said, more than 255,000 veterans 

verified their eligibility for the 

benefit before its official Nov. 11 

launch. 

 

To verify eligibility and begin 

shopping, Veterans can visit : 

https://www.shopmyexchange.co

m/veterans  

Honorably Discharged Vets Now Have Online Exchange Shopping Privileges 

https://www.shopmyexchange.com/veterans
https://www.shopmyexchange.com/veterans
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The Transition Assistance Advisor 
(TAA) Program serves Active and 
Reserve Component service members of 
ALL branches of the military AND 
Veterans who have dedicated 
themselves to serving our nation, often 
at great personal sacrifice. The 
program’s principal role is to provide 
direction to Reserve Component service 
members so that they can secure all 
benefits, entitlements, and services 
earned through their military service 
with the compassion of someone who’s 
been there. 

You may not need assistance at this 
time, but you may have a friend or 
family member that could use some 
assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common services provided are:  

- Requesting Military Service records 
- Enrollment into the VA Healthcare  
- Counseling on Education Benefits 
- Supporting deploying and returning 

units 
- Employment 
- Tricare  
- State specific benefits  
- Navigating local, state and federal 

programs 

I am a current service member in the 
SDARNG, an OEF-Afghanistan veteran, 
former full-time Soldier, education 
counselor and will put to use my skills 
and relationships to ensure your needs 
are met. 

Contact your TAA today at  
605-737-6669 or 
christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil  

T   
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Service Member and Family Support 
South Dakota National Guard 

2823 W. Main St, Rapid City SD 57702 

1-800-658-3930 

 

            

 
  

 

Did you know? 

We also recommend that you like and follow us on Facebook  
as we continuously update new and exciting information. 

 
Have suggestions of thing you would like to see in a future issue of the focus? 

Please contact us! 

mailto:christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil
http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance

