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SD National Guard celebrates 10 years of partnership with 
Suriname 
 
By Spc. Kristin Lichius - 129th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment 
 
RAPID CITY, S.D. – Members of the South Dakota National Guard and Suriname Defense Force 
celebrated 10 years of partnership as they gathered together to attend an anniversary ceremony at Joint 
Force Headquarters on Camp Rapid, June 22. 
 
The event recognized the 10th anniversary of the formation of the State Partnership Program between 
Suriname and the SDNG. 
 
In coordination with U.S. Southern Command, Suriname and South Dakota established a successful 
security cooperation relationship in 2006 under the National Guard Bureau’s State Partnership Program. 
The partnership has flourished during the past decade, becoming a model for mutual security cooperation.  
 
“The objective of the program is to connect as many people as possible,” said retired Col. Tracy Settle, 
the first SDNG director of the SPP. “This promotes relationships, which allows us to assess how we can 
work together to better our organizations.”  
 
Since the trust-building process began in 2006, Soldiers from both countries have had the opportunity to 
visit each others’ homelands to gain knowledge and experience in both military operations and civilian 
culture. 
 
“The skills learned by service members, both in South Dakota and Suriname, have been invaluable,” said 
Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, the adjutant general of the SDNG. “This partnership provides the best venue to 
experience working with a foreign partner.” 
 
The two entities have conducted over 100 engagement activities in support of USSOUTHCOM 
cooperation objectives with Suriname, including defeating transnational criminal networks, promoting 
response capacity for natural disasters and providing humanitarian relief, building partnership capacity for 
peacekeeping operation missions, enhancing regional access and advancing security sector reform. 
 
Col. Adolf Jardim, Suriname Defense Force deputy commander, said both military forces benefit when 
subject matter experts from each country are able to share their knowledge on military topics, such as 
training in a jungle environment and building relations with local communities. 
 
Suriname and the SDNG conduct about 10 subject matter expert exchanges a year on a variety of military 
related topics to include: field leadership and NCO development, logistics operations, military police 
crowd control training and procedures, medical and communications training, and women serving in the 
military seminars, to name a few.  
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Every year, hundreds of individuals from the SDNG, SDF, U.S. State Department and USSOUTHCOM 
directly participate with the experts during the exchanges. 
 
Several days prior to the ceremony, Jardim and other officials from the SDF had the opportunity to 
observe various units working on projects and training being conducted during the 32nd annual Golden 
Coyote training exercise.  
 
Jardim said the exercise and yearly exchanges help to facilitate new ideas and ways of expanding the 
partnership into the future. 
 
“I’m looking forward to the upcoming discussions that we will have during the strategic planning event 
next year,” said Jardim. “I hope we can strengthen our relationship and expand our activities.” 
 
While the ceremony was short, the relationship between the SDNG and Suriname will continue to grow 
for many years to come. 
 
 “Ultimately, the intent of the program is to foster peace and it starts with relationships,” said Col. Mike 
Oster, current SDNG SPP director. 
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160620-Z-BP728-248: U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, adjutant general of 
the South Dakota National Guard, and Col. Adolf Jardim, deputy commander 
of the Suriname Defense Force, observe the urban patrol training lane during 
the Golden Coyote training exercise at West Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D. 
June 20, 2016. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Kristin 
Lichius/Released) 

160622-Z-BP728-078: U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, adjutant general 
of the South Dakota National Guard, speaks at the 10th anniversary 
ceremony of the State Partnership Program between the South Dakota 
National Guard and the Suriname Defense Force at Joint Force 
Headquarters, Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D. June 22, 2016. (U.S. Army 
National Guard photo by Spc. Kristin Lichius/Released) 
 

160620-Z-BP728-196: Soldiers of the133rd Engineering Company, 
Wyoming Army National Guard, gave U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, 
adjutant general of the South Dakota National Guard, and Col. Adolf Jardim, 
deputy commander of the Surname Defense Force, a briefing on the 
engineering projects being completed on West Camp Rapid, Rapid City, 
S.D. June 20, 2016. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Kristin 
Lichius/Released) 
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160622-Z-BP728-084: From left, U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, adjutant 
general of the South Dakota National Guard, Col. Adolf Jardim, deputy 
commander of the Suriname Defense Force, and retired U.S. Army Col. Tracy 
Settle, the first SDNG director of the State Partnership Program, congratulate 
each other during the 10th anniversary ceremony of the partnership between 
the South Dakota National Guard and the Suriname Defense Force at Joint 
Force Headquarters, Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D. June 22, 2016. (U.S. Army 
National Guard photo by Spc. Kristin Lichius/Released) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Capt. Amber Symonds at (605) 737-6969 or cell (605) 639-
5147, e-mail amber.a.symonds.mil@mail.mil. 
 

 

160622-Z-TD942-073: South Dakota Lt. Gov. Matt Michels speaks at the 
ceremony for the 10th anniversary of the State Partnership Program between 
the South Dakota National Guard and Suriname at Joint Force Headquarters, 
Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D. June 22, 2016. (U.S. Army National Guard 
photo by Spc. Joshua Quandt/Released) 
 

160622-Z-BP728-068: Col. Adolf Jardim, deputy commander of the 
Suriname Defense Force, speaks at the 10th anniversary ceremony of the 
State Partnership Program between the South Dakota National Guard and 
Suriname at Joint Force Headquarters, Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D. June 
22, 2016. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Kristin 
Lichius/Released) 
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