South Dakota National Guard
Public Affairs Office

Phone: 605-737-6721 Email: ng.sd.sdarng.list.pao@mail.mil Web: sd.ng.mil

June 24, 2016

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Danish Home Guard construct new warehouse at Camp Rapid
By Pfc. Alexis Stevens — 129th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

RAPID CITY, S.D. — Soldiers from the 3rd Construction Company, Danish Home Guard, constructed a
new warehouse for the Central Issue Facility on Camp Rapid, June 20.

The Danish Home Guard began the construction project as a part of the 32nd Golden Coyote training
exercise June 13 and was scheduled to be finished June 21.

The first thing that needed to be done was to tear down the old building. The new warehouse was then
built on top of the old foundation, said Sgt. Thomas Christensen, head carpenter from the Danish Home
Guard.

Danish and American builders tend to use different materials for construction, but the general building of
a structure is similar between the two nations.

Danish buildings are more often built using heavier materials such as brick, said Ln. Cpl. Fleming
Weiergaug, head carpenter from the Danish Home Guard.

The Danish carpenters use the international system for measurements so when they look at the warehouse
blueprints, they need to calculate the difference between inches and centimeters.

“We’re trying to learn how your materials work and how you build things,” said Christensen. “Of course,
we try and put in our own way of building too.”

In Denmark they have a tradition for building structures known as topping out. A wreath and the Danish
flag are placed above the building as soon as the roof is finished. The building owner will then bring food
and drinks for celebration.

The South Dakota Army National Guard Soldiers, who were helping with logistics, followed this tradition
and took the Danish Home Guard to the Coyote Den, and swapped military stories.
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High resolution photos are available at www.flikr.com/photos/southdakotanationalguard

160617-Z-WF991-063: Sgt. A. E. Sorensen, (Left) Ln. Cpl. Ib
Madisem (Center) and Ln. Cpl. Ole Jorgensen (Right) from the Danish
3rd Construction Company, Danish Home Guard, cut boards for a
warehouse they are building at Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D., June 20,
2016. The unit built the structure from the ground up after tearing down
the previous building. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Pfc. Alexis
Stevens/Released)
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160617-Z-WF991-083: Sgt. Thomas Christensen from the Danish 3rd
Construction Company, Danish Home Guard, hammers in a nail on a
warehouse at Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D., June 20, 2016. There were
seven Soldiers working on the project and only two had built this type of
structure before. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Pfc. Alexis
Stevens/Released)

160617-Z-WF991-033: Sgt. A. E. Sorensen from the Danish 3rd
Construction Company, Danish Home Guard, uses a nail gun to attach a
board on a warehouse at Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D., June 20, 2016.
The building took the unit just over a week to completely finish during
the Golden Coyote training exercise. (U.S. Army National Guard photo
by Pfc. Alexis Stevens/Released)

160617-Z-WF991-095: Ln. Cpl. Ib Madisem (Left) and Ln. Cpl. Ole
Jorgensen (Right) from the Danish 3rd Construction Company, Danish
Home Guard, work together to attach support beams in a warehouse at
Camp Rapid, Rapid City, S.D., June 20, 2016. The unit has been working
on projects to help the community and to gain more experience at their
work during the Golden Coyote training exercise. (U.S. Army National
Guard photo by Pfc. Alexis Stevens/Released)

160617-Z-WF991-041: Ln. Cpl. Ib Madisem of the Danish 3rd
Construction Company, Danish Home Guard, cuts a board to use as a
support beam in a warehouse they are building at Camp Rapid, Rapid
City, S.D., June 20. The unit is participating in the 32nd Golden Coyote
training exercise to build more carpentry experience. (U.S. Army
National Guard photo by Pfc. Alexis Stevens/Released)
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FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Capt. Amber Symonds at (605) 737-6969 or cell (605) 639-
5147, e-mail amber.a.symonds.mil@mail.mil.
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