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Diverse backgrounds enhance National Guard experience 
 
By Sgt. Mark VanGerpen 
196th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade 
 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. – Being a minority in the Army is a challenge for some Soldiers. Coming from a 
wide variety of backgrounds from all corners of the nation, Soldiers in the South Dakota National Guard 
often work closely with Soldiers and civilians of other races, religions and genders. 
 
According to two Soldiers in the SDNG’s 196th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, having a different 
heritage than those around them can be both a blessing and a challenge. 
 
U.S. Army Pfc. Angelica Rico enlisted in the South Dakota National Guard Dec. 12, 2013, at the age of 
17. 
 
The youngest of five children, Rico was born to Mexican parents who immigrated to the United States in 
1994. Her father was a farmer by trade who had moved to the U.S. in search of a better opportunity for his 
wife and family. 
 
Rico’s heritage and gender place her in the minority among her Army peers. But as far as she is concerned, 
neither has hindered any of her relationships in the military. 
 
“Maybe (others) see it, but I don’t,” Rico said. “Nobody has pointed it out. I fit right in with everyone 
else.” 
 
In recent years, the Army has taken steps toward reducing barriers to equal opportunity, weeding out 
discrimination in all forms whether it’s race, gender, creed or sexual orientation. 
 
Rico said she has not experienced any barriers in her short time with the Army. Instead, she sees a wide 
spectrum of Soldiers who are capable in their own right, and has developed close friendships with Soldiers 
from all walks of life. 
 
“It’s like a second family to me,” she said. “All the things you learn and the friends you make … you just 
become accustomed to the differences.” 
 
But cultural differences are not invisible to everyone. Rico’s superior, U.S. Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 
Jaime Badillo, is of Puerto Rican descent. During his tenure with the Army, Badillo has faced a number of 
instances of confusion and prejudice due to his heritage. 
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Badillo was only three months old when his parents brought him to the U.S., but he said that sometimes his 
name alone was enough for people to draw conclusions about him.   
 
“Some people thought that because I was Puerto Rican, I had just come to the U.S. and could not speak 
English,” Badillo said. “In basic training my drill sergeant wanted to send me to English school because he 
could not pronounce my last name.” 
 
Despite those challenges, the military ultimately helped Badillo develop the ability to overcome the 
stereotypes he faced. 
 
“The military gave me direction and structure,” Badillo said. “It provided me the ability to deal with 
challenges in my life … I have always enjoyed a challenge and when most Soldiers meet me for the first 
time they don’t believe that I can perform my responsibility. Once people get to know me and realize that I 
have a college degree and that I do a job that most people can’t even understand, they treat me differently.” 
 
Rico and Badillo stand at opposite ends of their careers: Rico is just beginning hers, while Badillo is 
preparing to retire. Their heritage has given them both unique experiences in the Army, and while some 
have been positive and others negative, the Army’s goal is the same: to eliminate discrimination on any 
basis, and instead celebrate the diversity that makes people who they are.  
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High resolution photos are available at www.flickr.com/photos/southdakotanationalguard 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-
8753, or e-mail ng.sd.sdarng.list.pao@mail.mil 

151003-Z-LN227-002: U.S. Army Pfc. Angelica Rico, right, checks the oil level on a 
Humvee with U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Mike Kotab at her first official drill with the 196th 
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, South Dakota Army National Guard, Oct. 3, 2015, in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Mark VanGerpen/Released) 

20151003-Z-LN227-003: U.S. Army Pfc. Angelica Rico, left, stands in formation at her 
first official drill with the 196th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, South Dakota Army 
National Guard, Oct. 3, 2015, in Sioux Falls, S.D. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by 
Sgt. Mark VanGerpen/Released) 
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